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<: than a year's ordinary revenue, and Gresham and she during the
next year were desperately put to it, trying by one device and
another to save her credit, on which depended her ability to
borrow for any future emergency. If the past had any lesson to
teach, then neither gifts nor pensions were the foundation of
loyalty. Common interest^ not a fleeting mood like gratitude,,
was of lasting value; and Elizabeth had forged the strongest
bond of union imaginable in expelling the French and placing
the Scottish nobility in charge of their own country against their
Sovereign's will. To do more would be to do charity, which is
the prerogative of affluence and begins at home. As for Cecil
himself, he may have been momentarily out of pocket, but in

f; the long run his reward was ample enough. Had he but known*
it was in that financial sense of Elizabeth's, her resolute, irri-
tating parsimony that the secret of greatness lay.